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out expense to Austria. The operations and designs of
that Court in Italy, and particularly in Piedmont, will
be delivered from the immediate control of Eussia and
England through Marshal Suwarrow; a hazardous war
in Switzerland will be thrown on Eussian troops in-
stead of Austrian ; a prospect of retaking Mayence and
Ehrenbreitstein will be opened, and it is known that M.
de Thugut has a strong personal feeling on that sub-
ject, the reproach of having given them up lying still
at his door. Lastly, a secret uneasiness and jealousy
concerning the issue of the English and Russian ex-
pedition in Holland, as it may affect the Low Coun-
tries, has evidently a great share in their determina-
tion, and will draw them inevitably towards that
quarter.'

In a private letter to Mr. Wickham of a later date
Lord Minto wrote that in his opinion the desire of
Baron Thugut to keep his army to fight another day,
was the governing motive for the inaction of the
Austrians. * I will freely confess what I believe to have
been the real and operating motive in Thugut's mind
for the calamitous, and perhaps irretrievable, fault he
committed in arresting the progress of the Archduke
since the first occupation of Zurich. The reason lie
gives appears to me so bad that I think he would not
avow it so distinctly as he does if it were not true, HIH
grand policy in war is to spare his army. Thin is a
sort of policy which seems to me perfectly to defeat it-
self, for the army which does not conquer the enemy in
in the meanwhile destroying and conquering its own
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